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recent tornadoes in the South, visibly
demonstrate these improvements.

The task of integrating the 22 agen-
cies and more than 200,000 employees
that compose the Department has not
always gone smoothly. As the Govern-
ment Accountability Office justly ob-
served in a progress report on DHS last
summer, however, ‘‘successful trans-
formations of large organizations, even
those faced with less strenuous reorga-
nizations than DHS, can take 5 to 7
years to achieve.” The Department has
made significant progress. Congress
must help it make more.

On this noteworthy anniversary, I sa-
lute the men and women of DHS and
all of their partners who protect our
borders, transportation hubs, critical
infrastructure, seaports, and—above
all—our people. This Senate resolution
is a small but heartfelt expression of
our gratitude, our respect, and our
commitment to the future of this De-
partment.

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and any statements be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 472

Whereas it has been almost 7 years since
the horrific terrorist attacks against the
United States and its people on September
11, 2001;

Whereas al-Qaeda and affiliated or inspired
terrorist groups remain committed to plot-
ting attacks against the United States, its
interests, and its foreign allies, as evidenced
by recent terrorist attacks in Great Britain,
Algeria, and Pakistan, and disrupted plots in
Germany, Denmark, Canada, and the United
States;

Whereas the Nation remains vulnerable to
catastrophic natural disasters, such as Hur-
ricane Katrina, which devastated the Gulf
Coast in August 2005;

Whereas the President has declared more
than 400 major disasters and emergencies
under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Emergency Assistance Act since 2000, in
response to a host of natural disasters, in-
cluding tornadoes, floods, winter storms, and
wildfires that have overwhelmed the capa-
bilities of State and local governments;

472) was
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Whereas acts of terrorism, natural disas-
ters, and other large-scale emergencies can
exact a tragic human toll, resulting in sig-
nificant numbers of casualties and dis-
rupting hundreds of thousands of lives, caus-
ing serious damage to the Nation’s critical
infrastructure, and inflicting billions of dol-
lars of costs on both the public and private
sectors;

Whereas in response to the attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and the continuing risk to
the Nation from a full range of potential cat-
astrophic incidents, Congress established the
Department of Homeland Security on March
1, 2003, bringing together 22 disparate Fed-
eral entities, enhancing their capabilities
with major new divisions emphasizing infor-
mation analysis, infrastructure protection,
and science and technology, and focusing its
more than 200,000 employees on the critical
mission of defending the Nation against acts
of terrorism, natural disasters, and other
large-scale emergencies;

Whereas since its creation, the employees
of the Department of Homeland Security
have endeavored to carry out this mission
with commendable dedication, working with
other Federal departments and agencies and
partners at all levels of government to help
secure the Nation’s borders, airports, sea and
inland ports, critical infrastructure, and peo-
ple against acts of terrorism, natural disas-
ters, and other large-scale emergencies;

Whereas the Nation’s firefighters, law en-
forcement officers, emergency medical serv-
ices personnel, and other emergency re-
sponse providers selflessly and repeatedly
risk their lives to fulfill their mission to
help prevent, protect against, prepare for,
and respond to acts of terrorism, natural dis-
asters, and other large-scale emergencies;

Whereas State, local, territorial, and tribal
government officials, the private sector, and
ordinary individuals across the country have
been working in cooperation with the De-
partment of Homeland Security and other
Federal departments and agencies to en-
hance the Nation’s ability to prevent, pro-
tect against, prepare for, and respond to nat-
ural disasters, acts of terrorism, and other
large-scale emergencies; and

Whereas the people of the United States
can assist in promoting the Nation’s overall
preparedness by remaining vigilant, report-
ing suspicious activity to proper authorities,
and preparing themselves and their families
for all emergencies, regardless of their cause:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) on the occasion of the fifth anniversary
of the establishment of the Department of
Homeland Security, commends the public
servants of the Department for their out-
standing contributions to the Nation’s secu-
rity and safety;

(2) salutes the dedication of State, local,
territorial, and tribal government officials,
the private sector, and individuals across the
country for their efforts to enhance the Na-
tion’s ability to prevent, protect against,
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prepare for, and respond to acts of terrorism,
natural disasters, and other large-scale
emergencies;

(3) expresses the Nation’s appreciation for
the sacrifices and commitment of law en-
forcement, fire service, and emergency med-
ical services personnel, emergency man-
agers, and other emergency response pro-
viders in preventing, protecting against, pre-
paring for, and responding to acts of ter-
rorism, natural disasters, and other large-
scale emergencies;

(4) urges the Federal Government, States,
local governments, Indian tribes, schools,
nonprofit organizations, businesses, other
entities, and the people of the United States
to take steps that promote individual and
community preparedness for any emergency,
regardless of its cause; and

(5) encourages continued efforts by every
individual in the United States to enhance
the ability of the Nation to address the full
range of potential catastrophic incidents at
all levels of government.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH
5, 2008

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 9:30 a.m.,
Wednesday, March 5; that following the
prayer and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, and that the
Senate proceed to a period of morning
business for up to 1 hour, with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between the two
leaders or their designees, with the Re-
publicans controlling the first half and
the majority controlling the final half;
further, I ask that following morning
business the Senate resume consider-
ation of S. 2663, a bill to reform the
Consumer Product Safety Commission.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. PRYOR. If there is no further
business to come before the Senate, I
ask unanimous consent it stand ad-
journed under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:43 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, March 5, 2008, at 9:30 a.m.
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